Pay attention to the journey you're 
on and enjoy the process as op- 
posed to focusing on the goal. If 
you're observant, you may notice 
a fork in an unexpected direction 
that may yield a better outcome. 


Be flexible and expect the unex- 
pected this week. You may find 
it hard to_gather your thoughts 
and concentrate, but it’s impera- 
tive that you keep your wits about 
you. Be attentive to detail. 


It will take a supreme amount of 
effort on your part to gather any 
t 


momentum this week, so don 
waste energy on frivolous pur- 
suits until you get the necessities 
out of the way. Be strong and 
think ahead. 


A close friend or lover may let you 
down this. week,and your inher- 
ent optimism.and faith in human- 
ity will be shaken as a result. Ap- 
proach life practically, and accept 
let down with a grain of salt. 


You'll be confronted with a big 
decision this week, and it would 
do you well to seek advice from 
others before acting. Later in the 
week, you may have an opportu- 
nity to embark on an adventure. 


This week promises a surge in 
energy, and a hope or wish may 
come true later in the week. Be 
prepared.to_ deal with an obsti- 
nate or domineering personality, 
perhaps a minor power struggle. 


Dear Secret Admirer, 


I'm nervous because I’ve been dwelling in 
dark places lately whenever my mind drifts. 
It comes to me especially when I’m having 
sex or touching myself. It’s not anything I’m 
acting upon, but I'm worried that there is 
a seed of darkness inside of me that might 
grow if | focus too much on it or let it get 
away from my control, but | can’t help where 
my mind goes sometimes. Is this something 
most people have to deal with? I’m kind of 
afraid to discuss it with my girlfriend or my 
friends. | feel like I’m rotten inside. Does it 
make you a bad person if you have dark 
parts? 
Thank you, 
Some guy with dark fantasies 


Hello, 


Hannah Wren and David Otter here. We’re 
answering as a team because we’re very 
fond of one another. Hannah- First: no, it 
does not make you a “bad person.” David- 
You might very well be a bad person, but if 
you are, this is not the reason why. H- What? 
No! I don’t know if I can team answer this. 
D- Well we don’t know. You know? Ok. Off 
topic! H- I feel like you risk giving the fan- 
tasy more power by worrying that it might 


Best, 
Hannah & David 
Ask Hannah! --- PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 
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An increase in intuition and ob- 
servational prowess this week will 
allow you to see beyond people’s 
facades and into their hidden 
agendas and-ulterior motives. 
Find some alone time to process 
everything 


oat 


You may find that you can’t rely 
on your innate. talents this week, 
but don’t be discouraged if you 
find yourself tongue-tied or slow- 
witted. By the end of the week 
your fog will. clear and things will 
return to normal. 


Ce) al a 


You would do well to turn inward 
this week and seek. solace awa 
from friends and loved ones. It 
would not be wise to ny and fur- 
ther relations with others, and 
miscommunication is likely right 
now. 


This is a week of introspection 
and nostalgia for you. Peruse old 
photo albums and love letters to 
remember who you are and what 
your goals are. Are you where you 
thought you would be at this age? 


This is a week when you'll be mo- 
tivated to increase your skill set 
or education by reading a new 
text book or signing up for a class. 
Follow through with it and the re- 
sults look promising. 


It's time to deal with a problem 
that has been bothering you at 
work or home, for better or for 
worse. If you ask for help when 
you need it, you'll be able to over- 
come any obstacles. 
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overtake you. I wonder what it would feel 
like just to say in response, “Yeah, that’s just 
a fantasy I have. It’s just something that gets 
me off.” If you start to feel a pressure build- 
ing to actually act upon it, then it’s worth 
talking to someone you trust or seeking 
counseling. As it is, ’'m not really worried. 
D- Yeah, if it starts to feel like something 
you are losing control of, take advantage 
of a “moment of clarity” when you have 
the foresight to curb a future transgression. 
Much like the moment in which you decid- 
ed to write in and ask this question. H- And 
yes, plenty of people have dark fantasies. 
(I mean how many “Saw” movies are there 
now?) David, got any more? D- Yeah. Just 
be sure to evaluate the social programming 
that might go into your judging these “dark 
thoughts” — they may not be as unnatural 
as you think. Poke around the internet; find 
your community. H- Well, ok unless you’re 
thinking about kids, in which case, don’t 
find your community; just keep that in your 
head. But David’s right that the internet is 
basically a deep trove of people’s fantasies 
and I bet if you’re nervous that things are 
getting weird, you’ll feel way less weird af- 
ter doing some reddit poking. 
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Howlin’ at you 
every Tuesday! 


Well hello everybody! Emily Centipede 
here and guess what—it’s Tuesday! It’s the 
day that David Otter is supposed to be rid- 
ing his bike around Philadelphia deliver- 
ing bundles of Blue Joy to the finest eyes 
in the city. What happened?! Well this is 
the Dark Places issue, and slap my ass and 
call me a windmill if we haven't been col- 
lectively writer’s blocked into entropy. We 
thought to start out by addressing every- 
one, something like: There’s a Dark Place 
in all of us... or some other platitudinal 
nonsense that unites and oversimplifies 
our collective consciousness in a univer- 
sally insulting way. That’s out. Then we 
thought to talk about our individual Dark 
Places, but that immediately became a 
oneway-glass therapy session, and who 
needs more of that in this caterwauling 
mewlfest of a periodical? Then we thought 
about instructions on how to identify and 
embrace the darker fragments of yourself, 
but we don’t anymore have Lyra Fox in our 
employ, so rituals and charms are beyond 
us. We forget the dance moves. 


So now we're sitting in a dirty wooden 
room listening to Crystal Castles loud 
enough to drown our the string of barking 
expletives pouring from our neighbor's 
criminally neglected dog as he paces his 
shit covered 4’ by 4’ concrete universe like 
a long forgotten Little Prince, our brains 
percolating with a stew of Adrerall dust, 
panic, and off-brand energy drinks, our di- 
lated pupils flitting along the ceiling after 
blow flies that land on our clammy skin the 
moment we stop looking at them, and it 
hits us like a gold brick in our sticky teeth. 
Otter! Tap in! 


What? unnngghhhhh. Slowly rise, sweat 
angel against the crumbling plaster wall. 3 
steps to the keyboard. Emily is filling her 
bathtub. Cracking a beer. We didn’t figure 
anything out. Maybe we're missing the for- 
est for the trees. Downstairs, my beloved 
bicycle brother, Artax Albatross is upside 
down, the top of his frame dipped gingerly 
in a cup of ammonia and lye. I’m trying to 
burn away the corrosion that's formed be- 
tween his steel frame and the aluminum 
seat post. | neglected to take care of my 
bike—my best friend, and now he’s hang- 
ing, burning and bubbling to atone for my 
sins of indifference. | don’t know how I'm 
going to deliver the paper tomorrow, if we 
even finish it. Emily stops filling the tub. | 
smell a stale, hand-rolled cigarette. | smell 
lavender oil. | hear her relaxing. 
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My grandmother is dying in a hospital 
from smoking too many cigarettes. | never 
sent her one thank you card despite her 
giving me a check for $100 every year on 
my birthday. | hear that she has less than 
a week to live and | still haven't written her 
a card. 


My mother smokes too many cigarettes 
and she struck a deal with me, that she 
would quit smoking if | quit drinking. And 
| didn’t. And when she’s dying in a hospi- 
tal from smoking too many cigarettes, | 
don’t even know if I’ll be decent enough to 
blame myself. 


This morning my cat. My lovely cat who 
has traveled everywhere with me for the 
last few chapters of my life, whom | raised 
from a small furry kitten, looked at me and 
meowed despondently over his food bowl. 
| know he has a broken tooth and it hurts 
him to eat; | know that tooth pain is the 
worst, and | can’t get the money together 
to take him to the vet. 


There's a Dark Place in all of us, running 
like a thread through everything we do. It 
is the inability to accept love. It is the fear 
that distrusts. It that betrays. 


Does the devil even know that he is the 
devil? 


| don’t think he does. 


Emily pulls the drain and water flows 
down through the veins of the house. The 
album comes to a stop and then there's 
the buzzing of flies--the barking dog--the 
fan--lavender scented water in the pipes. 
| lean back and watch the blinking cursor. 
| smack keys and letters form words chas- 
ing the cursor across this column but never 
catching it. | turn off the monitor and see 
my long face suddenly reflected on a black 
screen. | tear a page from my sketchbook. 


Dear Grandma, 


Hello and how are you? It's a beautiful day 
here in Philadelphia! What are you doing 
this weekend? Would you like to go to the 
beach with me sometime soon? | never got 
a chance to say thank you for the card! 


..whether you rent or buy, Kevin McGillicuddy can help. 


Kevin McGillicuddy, Realtor® 
kevin.megillicuddy@foxroach.com 
Direct/Mobile: 267-270-5577 


Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices, Fox & Roach 
Main Office: 215-546-0550 

210 W Rittenhouse Square (Suite 406) 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 


PHILADELPHIA FILM SOCIET 


GRAVEYARD 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 6TH 
AT 10:30PM @ $10 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7TH 

AT 11:59PM @ $10 

PFS ROXY THEATER 

2023 SANSOM ST. é 


FILMADELPHIA.ORG 


( : FILM 
f SOCIETY < 
ARRIE.. 1976 ‘ 


PHILADELPHIA 


SALES COERVIGE 


606 S 9th St 
Tues-Thurs, Fri & Sat : 10-5 
Closed Sun & Mon 


tune up - $60 


215 627-3370 bikeville.com 


Weds : 1-9 
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JOIN US FOR GAME NIGHTS 
tuesday - backgammon 6 to 8 pm 
wednesday- chess free 


thursday - scrabble 


jeriscurio.com 1726 East Passy unk 215.336.8200 
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(267) 8584186 


Closed Mondays 
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1200 Point Breeze Ave : 


Myriad delicious soups, : 
sandwiches, and drinks! + 


Come to our great place to en- : 
[Bree $s joy our foods and beverages! 3 
You will NOT be disappointed! ; 


Cc A FE Norwillyou leave hungry, 3 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. 3 


It’s time for the first annual to be harassed, molested, or generally 
Secret Admirer Awards! bothered by some ass hole. 


We will pick several categories and -The coffee shop in Philadelphia where 
release to you 3 categories per week. one can be productive for hours with- 
You readers submit the places/people/ out feeling rushed, distracted, or de- 
things that you think should be nomi-_ nied a healthy flow of internet. 

nated in each category, then we'll have 

a big vote and hand out best place rib- -The best weird thing that someone is 
bons. doing. 


The first week's categories are: So send in your nominations. 
PhiladelphiaAdmirer@gmail.com 

-The bar in Philadelphia where a gal or 

can go by herself and is LEAST LIKELY 603 203 4766 


Around Town 
guy- You ever been fucked by the devil? It burned. 
gal- His name wasn't Lucifer, but yeah, it burned. 


Down the Shore 
guy- If you're good-looking and you know it, that isn't vanity, that's vision. 


12&Green 
guy- | went to Mardi Gras when | was 9 years old and | socked Big Bird right in the 
face. He turned to me and said, "Why you do that?" 


52&Springfield 
person- (bitterly) | love when my girl takes a shit right in front of me. 


Barbary 
person- Everyone wants to have sex with their cousins. 


Breezy's Cafe 

person 1- What do! do with a Twitter AND a Facebook? 
person 2- What about Instagram? 

person 1- Oh my god. | totally forgot... 


Murder Mart, Frankford&Cumberland 

clerk- (ringing out sandwich) You want mayo with that? 
guy- What the fuck you say? 

clerk- Do. You. Want. Mayonnaise. With. Your. Sandwich. 
guy- pfft. | don't fucking believe in mayoNNAISE. 


Grindcore Cafe 
guy- He lost my guitar so | took his truck. And | punched him. 
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BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 
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on entire purchase with this coupon 
QEeross 1© p p 
1. Drunk 1. Fermentation sediments i 328 South St 5 TheBoylerRoom.com 


5. A people of southeast Nigeria 2.Alanguage of Pakistan and India. 9 fo pretrrrrrrtrrrrrrrrrrrerrrererrerrrreerrereveecnrrecesetnnecnesecnsectesennceccnseenssceesenanagnnn 
8. Set down 3. Prig 

12. Sea eagle 4. Reinforced the cuff 
13. Fix up 5. Zulu warriors 

15. Whirlpool 6. Rowan Atkinson 

16. Biblical kingdom 7. A singular occurrence 
17. Swiftly 8. Confederate general 
18. Level 9. Promoter 


19. U-boat sailors 10. March 15 


22. 180 degrees from WNW 11. Unit of force 
23. Long period of time 13. Breadwinners 50th & 


Baltimore Ave. 
24. Slob 14. Horse race it e 
26. Bodily filter 20. Steak sauce © 215-727-9692 
29. Spin and twirl 21. Separate by like 
31. Fox house 25. Hawaiian island 
32. Mediterranean herbs 26. A two-masted sailing ship 
34 Your 27. Impossible to believe 
36. Engrave 28. Alaska’s neighbor 


: 29. Mobs ae 
38. Pepe, or Fifi 30. Bowel cleansing LAST 
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FIREHOUSE BICYCLES > gue 
Q [hrs 
ay WOLF CYCLES 
~ 4311 Lancaster Ave. 
215-222-2171 
Present this coupon for 10% off one item (including new and used bikes), 
and a free patch kit. Limit one coupon per customer. Expires 6/1/2015 

www.firehousebicycles.com 
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as ee 31. A potent estrogen DOMAN Omnia 
: aa : 33. Mongrel A[DIA}P/TIA|T|I JOIN] 
43. 26 Across is one Belpeiore TAIN] S| 5 


45. Anagram of EME ies 
46. Kensington’s #1 hobby a0 Zotee alle IDE] LIU XIE| 


.G i SEICS 
48. A range of mountains 42. ae Rae WEEKS E;LIAINMRWIE|AIREMM I IDIE/A\s| 
50. Well shoot! 44. Require LE | [D| Ul EM o}o|m|P{H| 
- Something what for you do with eyes 47. Relative of a spouse MIE|TIA|L Me! (CilE|D Mw i [slel 


. Bellwether of household cost of living 49 Leased 
. Divine favor 52. If one hoof says clip, the other says 
. Can be chocolate, black or yellow 53. A dreadful miasma 
. Performer 55. The voice of the canyon 
. Chinese unit of weight 56. Agitate 
. Leaf of the talipot palm 57. A few 
. Fancies 58. Slide in 
. Jacob's older brother 59. Americanization of the name Seaghan 
. Begged 60. A hateful thing to call someone who 
Rock imbued with metal is sexually active 
70. Two-Face, or Harvey 62. Bummed out 


The darkness in me recognizes 


1-Who killed Remus? 
2- Name the second smallest independent state. 

3- US police kill an-average of this many people every day. 
4- Black lung is an ailment that afflicts this profession. 

5- What is the difference between a casket and a coffin? 


the darkness in you. 


ANSWERS ON BACK 


